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Hardworking families across Burlington County are struggling this tax season to make ends
meet. Property taxes are crushing middle-class families and seniors, and our economy is still on
shaky ground.

  

Especially in New Jersey, where we pay far more than our fair share in taxes, our families, small
businesses, seniors and veterans are frustrated that Washington and Trenton continue to ignore
this unmanageable burden.

  

I have hosted more than 80 town halls in our area, and I understand that tax relief is needed
now. While Washington has been busy bailing out the big banks and Wall Street CEOs, local
families have been playing by the rules and dealing with rising property taxes and the growing
costs associated with raising a family.

  

It is time for Washington to make the tough choices, cut excessive government spending, and
lower taxes. Our economy will not fully recover until we reduce the deficit and lessen the burden
on small-business owners, middle-class families, and seniors.

  

Today, I am introducing legislation to cut taxes for middle- class families and seniors. This new
legislation includes three tax cuts and will give you back some of your hard-earned money.

  

First, my legislation will provide relief from New Jersey's crushing property taxes.

  

Too many businesses, seniors and families are leaving our state due to this unbearable burden.
The legislation will allow New Jersey homeowners to deduct 100 percent of their property taxes
on their federal taxes. That means that whether a family opts to itemize its taxes or not, it will
find relief.

  

This deduction is long overdue for all households.
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Second, my legislation will expand the Dependent Care Tax Credit for working families. As the
father of four children, I understand how expensive child care is for young children. My
legislation doubles the current tax credit.

  

This tax credit has not been increased since 2003, and we all know that child care costs have
skyrocketed in the past eight years. This will provide better peace of mind for parents by
allowing them to place their children in high-quality child care settings. Finally, the middle class
tax relief package helps those families supporting elderly parents or loved ones.

  

Families that already receive this tax credit will be eligible for a larger credit, and many more
families will be able to claim this relief.

  

Under the new plan, the credit will not only help those families live with a senior, but it will also
help families that assist relatives in nursing homes or other residences. New Jersey families pay
too much in taxes and receive too little in return. For every dollar we send to Washington, New
Jersey residents get back only 61 cents in return. My middle-class tax relief package will take
steps to reduce the tax burden on our communities and bring our fair share home from
Washington.

  

Congressman John Adler is a member of the House Financial Services Committee and the
House Veterans Affairs Committee. He represents the 3rd District, which includes parts of
Burlington, Camden and Ocean counties.
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